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Introduction

Several years ago the United Way of Mercer
County partnered with the local school districts
to develop a Success by Six™ Pre-K Summer
Program. The six-week Pre-K Summer Program
is a collaborative effort between United Way,
Head Start, and Area School Districts.This program
has been directly responsible for assisting in
school-readiness training of over 600 Pre-
Kindergarten children throughout our communities.
Studies over-whelmingly prove that the success
of a community’s future is directly linked to the
educational success of its youth.

Why School Readiness Matters
The first six to eight years of every child’s
life forms the foundation for his or her
future success.

B This formative period develops the child’s
capacity to think, trust, love, and develop
a strong and positive sense of self.

B Parents play an important role as the first
teacher of their children.

The Dilemma

B Children have fewer opportunities for quality
learning as increasing numbers of parents
are entering the workforce or working longer
hours due to economic realities.

B Kindergarten teachers estimate that one
child in three enters the classroom without
the basic skills of learning.

B Forty-six percent of kindergarten teachers
reported that half or more of their students
have inadequate academic skills and
difficulty following directions or working
independently.

How It Works

B School districts pre-screen children to
determine eligibility.

B Children receive 135 hours of academic
instruction in their school district by a primary
school district teacher and a Head Start
teacher.

B Academic scholarships are available for
children who quality for the program.

B Approximately 17% of the entering Kinder-
garten class attended the summer program.

B In most cases, children who have been
identified as special needs students have
increased their learning ability during the
summer program and have been removed
from that status.
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“I feel Success by Six™ was a very positive time
for my son. He has grown in so many ways this
past six weeks. He has made many new friends
and is excited about school starting. . .| would
recommend this program to anyone.”

Why it Works

This evidence-based program has statistically
validated increased proficiency in the areas
of reading, language and social skills.

B The brain develops rapidly at an early age.
Learning at this age level is more powerful
than months of learning during adolescence
and has longer term benefits.

B The children who start behind often stay
behind.

B The children who are involved in successful
early education programs are more likely
to graduate high school itself and mature
into responsible adults, likelier to be married,
with higher educational attainment and
better jobs.

B The facts and research clearly indicate that
it makes far more sense to “frontload” the
system to assure success, rather than
“backload” it to compensate for failure.
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“'m amazed by how much my son has learned
in this program.When he first started the
program he was behind...now he can write his
name, recognizes numbers and letters, and can
write them. The Success by Six™ program is
heaven sent.”




